
APPENDIX IV 
MODERN WORLD HISTORY DETAILED KEY CONCEPTS 

TOPIC 1:  REVOLUTIONS IN THOUGHT 
 

KEY CONCEPT 1.1: Analyze how the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment ideas impacted human 
thought. 

a. Identify and explain the major thinkers of the Scientific Revolution.  

b. Identify the major philosophers and explain the major thinkers of the European Enlightenment and 
how these theories impacted society.  

c. Evaluate how Enlightenment ideas changed political theory and led to revolutions.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 1.2:   Compare the causes, character and consequences of revolutions influenced by 
Enlightenment thought. 

a. Relate the ideals and documents of Revolutions to the thinkers and writers of the Enlightenment.  

b. Describe the sequence of events of the French Revolution.  

c. Compare the French Revolution and any other revolution inspired by Enlightenment thought.  

d. Analyze the struggle of revolutionary movements to adhere to founding ideals. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 1.3:  Understand how Napoleon is a product of the French Revolution and analyze his impact 
on Europe. 

a. Draw conclusions about how Napoleon’s reign and actions impacted the subsequent political, 
military, and social development of Europe.  

b. Analyze the implications of the Congress of Vienna.  
 

 
TOPIC 2:  REVOLUTIONS IN PRODUCTION 

 

KEY CONCEPT 2.1: Evaluate the characteristics of the Agricultural Revolution that occurred in England and 
Western Europe. 

a. Understand the changes in technology and agricultural practices that increased production.  

b. Outline reasons the Agricultural Revolution began in Britain.  

c. Evaluate the causes and consequences of urbanization.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 2.2: Investigate the major characteristics of the Industrial Revolution. 

a. Understand how the resources at hand (land, labor, and capital) in Great Britain made it a natural 
place for the beginnings of the Industrial Revolution.  

b. Describe how new inventions and technologies brought about the development of the Factory 
System.  

c. Explain how the Factory System led to specialization of labor, increased production, exploitation of 
certain populations and reduced costs for goods.  

d. Analyze how the Industrial Revolution transformed society from an agricultural base to an urban 
industrial society over time.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 2.3: Analyze the political, economic, and social reactions to the Industrial Revolution. 

a. Analyze how socialism challenged industrial development and the social impact of such change.  

b. Understand Marxist theory and others’ reactions to social and economic conditions of the times.  

c. Explain the formation of trade unions as a reaction to the excesses of laissez-faire capitalism and the 
exploitation of labor.  



d. Describe how legislative measures and social reform gradually improved working and living 
conditions.  

e. Describe the global effects of industrialization in European imperial possessions.  

f. Evaluate the long-tern social environmental and political consequences of industrialization in a global 
context. 

 

 
TOPIC 3:  NATIONALISM AND IMPERIALISM 

 

KEY CONCEPT 3.1: Evaluate the rise of nationalism in Western Europe. 

a. Define nationalism as an expression of common historical experience.  

b. Explain the emergence of Nation-States  in the years following the Congress of Vienna.  

c. Describe how nationalism challenged the old order.  

d. Examine how nationalism challenged or accepted the role of ethnic minorities within nations and 
Empires such as the Ottoman and Austrian-Hungarian Empires.  

 

 

KEY CONCEPT 3.2:  Analyze the process of imperialism in Africa and Asia. 

a. Explain the Consequences of the Berlin Conference. 

b. Identify the cultural, political, and economic motivations behind imperialism.  

c. Analyze the role technology played in building empires, paying particular attention to the advantages 
of the Industrialize powers.  

d. Recognize how Industrialized powers came to dominate regions of Central and Southeast Asia and 
China.  

e. Analyze the impact of imperialism on the political and cultural development of these regions.  

f. Compare the enduring legacy of imperialism on subsequent events. 
 

 

KEY CONCEPT 3.3:  Analyze the reactions and challenges to foreign imperialism in Africa and Asia. 

a. Describe the cultural traditions of Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, Legalism, 
Shintoism, and Shamanism.  

b. Explain how imperialism as well as internal affairs contributed to the collapse of the Qing Dynasty.  

c. Compare Japan’s reaction to imperialism with that of China’s.  

d. Explain why Japan’s industrialization made them an imperial power in East Asia.  

e. Describe the process of British imperialism in India.  

f. Explain the early resistance movements Indians used to challenge British rule. 
 

 
TOPIC 4:  TWENTIETH CENTURY TOTAL WAR. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.1:  Analyze the growth of Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism and Nationalism and how they 
caused the Great War. 

a. Explain how Nationalism became a dominant force in European politics.  

b. Describe how European nations competed for empires in Africa and Asia.  

c. Define how regional alliances in Europe accelerated the entry into war.  

d. Evaluate the impact of militarism and its role in causing the Great War.  

e. Analyze how the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand sparked the Great War.  

 



KEY CONCEPT 4.2:  Evaluate the strategies and tactics of the war and how they were impacted by modern 
technology. 

a. Compare and contrast the different strategies and different battle plans of the war for both the Allies 
and the Central Powers. 

b. Explain how the failure of battle plans and the improvement of weapons such as the machine gun, 
led to stalemate and trench warfare on the Western Front.  

c. Describe how the nature of warfare changed dramatically during the Great War. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.3:  Analyze the impact of the Russian Revolution. 

a. Explain Russia’s role in the Great War prior to and after the Revolution 

b. Analyze the social, economic, and political causes of the revolution.  

c. Identify the events that led to the downfall of the Czar, the development of Soviets and the 
beginning of the Soviet Union. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.4:  Analyze the peace process at the end of the war and its shortcomings. 

a. Describe the why German was not prepared to take responsibility for the war. 

b. Analyze how the Paris Peace Conference became dominated by the British, the French, and the U.S.  

c. Describe Wilson’s ideals and how he attempted to attain lasting peace. 

d. Compare the various objectives that the representatives attempted to achieve.  

e. Analyze how the Treaty of Versailles failed to maintain peace and contributed to a variety of new 
conflicts on a global scale with long term implications.  

 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.5:  Compare the rise of the Fascism in Italy & Germany. 

a. Understand the values and goals of the Fascist ideology.  

b. Describe how conditions in Italy led to Fascism and Mussolini’s rise to power.  

c. Explain how the Treaty of Versailles contributed to the rise of Nazis in Germany 

d. Describe how economic principles impacted the rise of Fascism, with special attention to Germany. 

e. Describe the Nazi Party’s political, social, economic, and cultural policies 
 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.6:  Evaluate Japan’s post-war development and its impact on East Asia. 

a. Explain Japan’s economic, social, and political policies and how they led to aggressive and 
imperialistic policies.  

b. Describe the ongoing expansion of Japan in the decades prior to World War II. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.7:  Evaluate the causes of World War II. 

a. Describe ways in which continuing Nazi aggression led Europe to war.  

b. Compare Japanese actions in East Asia with aggressive actions by the nations of Europe.  

c. Describe how appeasement encouraged German expansion.  

KEY CONCEPT 4.8:  Analyze the strategies and events in the Asian theater of the war. 

a. Describe how Japanese expansion, beginning with Manchuria and China continued into Southeast 
Asia, Indochina, and various Pacific Islands.  

b. Analyze the reasons why Japan decided to attack Pearl Harbor. 

c. Evaluate the tactics and strategies of all combatants in the Asian Theater of the war.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.9:  Analyze the strategies and events in the European Theater of the war. 



a. Describe how the Axis Powers came to control much of Europe, but failed to conquer Britain. 

b. Summarize Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union and the consequences of its failure. 

c. Describe the major strategies, battles, and outcomes of the war with particular attention to the 
Eastern Front.  

d. Describe how World War II was a “total war.”  

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.10:  Analyze how civilians became acceptable targets during the war. 

a. Analyze the shift in bombing strategies by the Axis and Allies to include civilian targets in both 
theaters. 

b. Describe the Japanese treatment of conquered people 

c. Describe the Nazi’s persecution of Jews and other people.  

d. Describe the Final Solution and how the Nazi’s committed genocide and the long term impact on the 
Jews of Europe.  

e. Analyze the development of the Geneva Conventions and the International Criminal Court. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 4.11:  Describe the causes and events that led to the conclusion of World War II. 

a. Describe and explain the strategies and tactics employed by both sides in all theaters to bring about 
the conclusion of conflict. 

b. Analyze the importance of the Allies wartime conferences and their impact on the post-war world.  

c. Evaluate how WWII changed the modern world and led to years of conflict during the Cold War.  

 
TOPIC 5:  STUDENTS ANALYZE POST-WAR ISSUES AND THE COLD WAR. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.1: Analyze the development of a world dominated by the two superpowers. 

a. Describe how post-war Europe was divided into competing political, military, and economic blocks.  

b. Describe how efforts to rebuild Europe and Japan were efforts to contain communist expansion.  

c. Describe how Germany came to be divided and how the formation of the Iron Curtain across 
Europe symbolized many aspects of the Cold War.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.2:  Evaluate the causes and impacts of regional conflicts brought on by the Cold War. 

a. Explain how nuclear weapons threatened the world.  

b. Analyze how regional conflicts developed in the years after WWII.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.3:  Analyze the collapse of colonialism and the emergence of new nations. 

a. Explain why independence in South Asia brought about division and new conflicts.  

b. Describe Africa’s independence movements and the conflicts that arose as a result.  

c. Explain the conflicts over resources and religion in the Middle East, Central Asia, and South Asia.  

d. Analyze the ethnic and religious diversity of the Middle East and the challenges it faces.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.4:  Analyze how interactions between the East Asia and the West in the 19th Century 
shaped developments in the 20th Century. 

a. Describe the motivation for European Imperialism in East Asia.  

b. Describe the various reactions to imperialism.  

c. Analyze and compare the reactions of various nations to threats to sovereignty.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.5:  Analyze the Chinese revolutions in the 20th century. 

a. Explain the key challenges faced by the Chinese republic in the early 1900s.  



b. Explain the key events of the Chinese Communist Revolution.  

c. Explain the programs initiated by Mao Zedong and how they affected the Chinese people. 

d. Describe how China transformed itself under Deng Xiaoping from a communist economic system to 
a system of “socialism with Chinese characteristics.”   

 

KEY CONCEPT 5.6:  Summarize the economic transformation of East Asia. 

a. Describe how Japan’s successful export model of economic development was repeated in other 
countries in the region.  

b. Describe and explain the concept of an “Asian Tiger” 

c. Explain the transformation of South Korea to an economic success.  

 
TOPIC 6:  “HOW THE PAST SHAPES THE PRESENT”  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.1:  Analyze regional conflicts and their causes. 

a. Explain the complex causes of some of the world’s ethnic and religious conflicts.  

b. Describe some of the current regional conflicts in such areas as the Middle East, Asia, and Africa.  

c. Compare two contemporary conflicts, their causes and likely outcomes.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.2:  Analyze the process of Modern Globalization. 

a. Define Globalization and how the meaning has changed over time. 

b. Explain how development is changing patterns of life in the developed and developing world.  

c. Compare the path that nations in Africa have taken in developing strong economies with the nations 
of East Asia. 

d. Analyze how national economies are becoming interconnected in global markets.  

e. Analyze the challenges faced by developing nations.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.3:  Investigate global social and environmental issues. 

a. Describe the environmental challenges that have resulted from industrial development. 

b. Explain the causes and effects of poverty. 

c. Analyze how the basic human rights of people are being violated. 

d. Explain the disparity in nations’ abilities to cope with natural and other disasters. 

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.4:  Evaluate current events and how they relate to historical issues. 

a. Describe contemporary issues, problems, and threats and how they could impact the world.  

b. Explain how contemporary issues connect with events of the past.  

c. Identify and analyze threats to world security.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.5:  Students demonstrate the value of investigating multiple perspectives in examining 
current affairs and controversial issues. 

a. Explain why exploring different perspectives will deepen understanding of current affairs and 
controversial issues.  

b. Explain why multiple perspectives in the public arena will always generate controversy about current 
affairs and issues.  

c. Demonstrate the importance of discussing controversial issues.  

d. Model civil discourse in defense of political positions.  

e. Respectfully identify both common interests and differences of opinions arising from class 
discussions of current affairs or critical issues.  



f. Model both collaboration and compromise in group discussions of critical issues.  

g. Describe the importance of the democratic process in reaching decisions in the public arena.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.6:  Students demonstrate the ability to research news stories using major news sources. 

a. Research news stories by using television, magazines, newspapers, radio, and internet sources.  

b. Identify at least five criteria to judge the reliability of television, magazines, newspapers, radio, or 
internet sources used in research.  

c. Identify differing political perspectives among major television, magazine, newspapers, radio, and 
internet sources.  

 

KEY CONCEPT 6.7:  Students show the relationship between current world affairs and their course content. 

a. Identify relationships between The World History Curriculum and current issues reported by the 
media.  

b. Hypothesize about potential consequences to the world as a result of breaking world news.  

c. Demonstrate civility in class debates of critical issues.  
 

 
ADDITIONAL TOPIC:  Throughout the course students will be challenged to demonstrate the following 

behaviors: respect, stewardship, integrity, courage, and responsibility. 
 

Demonstrate the following behaviors: respect, stewardship, integrity, courage, and responsibility. 

a. I will treat others with dignity and respect.  

b. I will listen to the ideas of others.  

c. I will use appropriate language and body language.  

d. I will look for ways to be of service to others.  

e. I will pick up after myself.  

f. I will respect others’ property and space.  

g. I will acknowledge my mistakes and make amends, when possible.  

h. I will be honest with myself and others.  

i. I will accept recognition for my achievements. 

j. I will speak up for what I believe.  

k. I will work cooperatively to resolve issues.  

l. I will attend school and be on time to class.  

m. I will take responsibility for my learning.  
 

 



 


